Quick facts on unplanned explosions at munitions sites (UEMS)*

The human cost of UEMS

Casualties of UEMS, 1979-2019

During the period of January 1979 to August 2019, almost 30,000 casualties resulting from UEMS incidents have been recorded.
The highest number of casualties was recorded in 2002, mainly due to the devastating incident that occurred in Lagos, Nigeria.
Similarly, the incident in Abadan, Turkmenistan, in 2011 and the one in Brazzaville, Congo, in 2012 contributed strongly to the

spikes in 2011 and 2012.

* Figures for 2019 cover data
up to 1 September.
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UEMS: Main causes

Improper physical security and stockpile management (PSSM) practices increase the probability of UEMS occurring.
During the period examined (1979—2019), the main causes behind UEMS incidents were:

Cause currently undetermined
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UEMS: Consequences

A single UEMS incident can lead to a
number of consequences, including:
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residential areas.

Lack of surveillance leading
to ammunition deterioration

Poor security

Failure to take into account external
environmental influences and events

* Human costs: deaths and injuries

Material costs: damage to private and public property and infrastructure

environmental contamination by unexploded

ordnances (UX0) and dangerous chemicals

Socio-economic costs: displacement, loss of livelihoods, and decrease

in gross domestic product (GDP)

loss of government and military staff due to loss of

Military impacts: decrease in operational readiness due to
loss of materiel and personnel

life, criminal prosecutions, or other career impacts
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